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Histories of Bombas Gens

Histories of Bombas GensThe old factory, commonly 
known as Bombas Gens, is starting a new life as the 
headquarters of Fundació Per Amor a l’Art, dedicated 
to social welfare, research on rare diseases and art.
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Among various opening activities, the art 
center is including a temporary exhibition 
called Histories of Bombas Gens that re-
calls how the factory served as a pole of 
attraction for people attracted and the 
role it played in the historic change of the 
area from a rural landscape to an urban 
environment.

The factory opened by Carlos Gens in 
1930 was built on agricultural land in what 

was then the outskirts of the city of Valen-
cia, next to Marxalenes, a village whose 
origins date back to the medieval period. 
At the time, it was still a traditional land-
scape crossed by various historic roads 
and irrigation channels and its economy 
was based on agriculture. Looking for a 
place to expand the workshops that the 
Gens family owned in nearby Calle Sa-
gunto, Carlos chose this site and com-
missioned the design of a new factory to 

Cayetano Borso di Carminati, one of the 
most active architects of the time and a 
regular collaborator of Goerlich, the ar-
chitect who designed some of Valencia’s 
most emblematic buildings. Borso di 
Carminati designed a modern function-
al factory with separate buildings for the 
various manufacturing processes and the 
needs of the workers, and decorated the 
exterior in an Art Déco style.

This exhibition tells the story of Bom-
bas Gens through a number of different 
eye-witness accounts, compiled in an 
audiovisual created for the occasion, as 
well as images and objects that tell us 
more about the architecture, the work 
that took place inside the factory and the 
surrounding urban setting. It features 
graphic documentation, photographs 
and various objects found inside the 
factory during the refurbishment as well 
as first-person accounts of people who 
worked here or were involved in the life 
of the building. Similarly, it will also show 
the whole restoration process to convert 
the former factory into the headquar-

ters of Fundació Per Amor a l’Art and the 
Bombas Gens Centre d’Art, during which 
a fifteenth-century bodega and an air-raid 
shelter dating from the Spanish Civil War 
were discovered.

Also includes a series of images of the 
factory taken by Manolo Laguillo. Cel-
ebrated for his unique views of urban 
spaces in transformation, most notably 
his photographic projects in Barcelona 
and Madrid in the eighties and nineties, 
Fundació Per Amor a l’Art commissioned 
Laguillo to document the refurbishment 
of Bombas Gens. The end result is a series 
of 30 photographs that capture not only 
the historic weight of the factory but also 
its process of transformation into an art 
centre. These images make a magnificent 
document on Bombas Gens, as an urban 
landmark of vital importance, as a historic 
monument whose heritage is invaluable 
and as a place of work and experience.


