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Nicolás Ortigosa 
Woks 2002-2018

Nicolás Ortigosa presents a group of artworks that 
show sixteen years of his artistic career.

This project is part of Divine Comedy (2005-2014), a 
series that belongs to the Per Amor a l’Art Collection, 
and showcases other representative works of the artist, 
including more recent drawings and engravings as well 
as a selection of Covered paintings (2002-2018), which 
is exhibited for the first time.

Drawings 2018. Courtesy of the artist © Nicolás Ortigosa

“(…) Nicolás Or tigosa produced an 
interpretat ion of Dante Alighier i ’s 
Divine Comedy, which he decided to 
sketch out while reading the text pencil 
in hand. Through various techniques, 
Ortigosa then started to recapitulate the 
images that had arisen in his mind as the 
reading had progressed. The breadth of 
formats and supports bears a relation to 
his urgent annotations on any piece of 
paper that happens to be at hand, and 
the whole series acquires a lyrical rather 
than an illustrative character, where 
Ortigosa returns to drawing to decipher 
the scenes suggested by each canto, one 
by one. The form eventually taken by this 
project situates his practice in a drawing 
tradition that is perhaps linked more to an 
abstract language than to the figurative 
solution it seems to point to. What it 
hides has perhaps more to tell us than 
what it displays. (…) While the drawings 
that make up the Divine Comedy cover 
ten years of his production leading up 
to what he considers his first exhibition, 
which he regards as having initiated his 

Covered paintings, 2002-2018.  
Courtesy of the artist © Nicolás Ortigosa

The exhibition, curated by Nuria Enguita and Vicent 
Todolí, is accompanied by a catalogue that includes 
texts by Ángel Calvo Ulloa and Julio Hontana.Divine Comedy. Inferno, 2005. Per Amor a l’Art Collection © Nicolás Ortigosa

maturity as an artist, his series of covered 
paintings was born when he took the 
decision to coat all his work on canvas to 
date with a layer of black oil paint. The 
115 Covered paintings since 2002 have 
become a single work that resurrects 
the old conflict between the hidden and 
the revealed. The uniform layer of black 
eventually brings traces of the previous 
painting to the surface, awakening doubts 
and forcing us to look at them against 
the light, searching for forms, gleams 
and clues to the reasons for this decision, 
which acquires almost the scale of an 
epiphany. We cannot help thinking of 
other exercises in purification, like John 
Baldessari’s gesture in the seventies 
of burning all his pictorial production, 
making cookies out of the ashes, and 
promising himself not to make any more 
dull art. (…) Nicolás Ortigosa’s drawing 
brings back a post-war gesture close to 
Hans Hartung’s obsessive tracing of lines, 
or Zoran Music’s ability to touch bottom in 
showing us that Goya’s Witches’ Coven or 
Feast of San Isidro could also be Dachau.”1

1 Excerpts from the text “ Working at the limits” by 
Ángel Calvo Ulloa for the catalogue of this exhibition.


