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Heritage.
Alquerías in the huerta 
of València



In the farmland surrounding the city of València, known as la huerta, there 
was a particularly distinctive element that set a way of life: the alquería 
farmhouse.
The alquería, together with the other traditional house, the barraca, was the 
quintessential dwelling, the farmstead from which the surrounding 
cultivated plots were managed. It was the driving force of the local 
economy and a place where life unfolded, constantly changing and 
evolving through time to adapt to the demands of each historical period.
Our exhibition focuses on aspects related to micro-history and ethnology. 
We look into the use of the space inside these houses and the way they 
changed through the years, their original appearance in ancient times, the 
different tasks that were carried out in their work areas, and some of the 
secrets that lay hidden inside.
All the artefacts in the exhibition come from archaeological digs conducted 
in València and its surroundings, including a small group of ceramic pieces, 
some of which were intended as tableware, others to aid in the preparation 
of raw materials, and yet others which, through their simplicity, show us the 
life of their dwellers at very specific moments of our history.

The alquería, a house in the huerta

During a good portion of its history, València was a walled city. Inside, 
residents were safe at night behind the closed doors of the walled enclosure.
Outside—under the moon of València, as the traditional catchphrase puts 
it—was the Huerta farmland, speckled with small clusters of houses. There 
were also dispersed houses, isolated buildings in the middle of large 
farming plots. These houses are known as alquerías. Their origin dates back 
to the Middle Ages, but they continued to be built up until the 20th century. 
Alquerías are the typical houses of our landscape. They are the 
repositories of an age-old lifestyle, a historical heritage that includes 
ancestral knowhow and techniques. Together with irrigation canals, mills, 

Area map outside the walls of the 
Santo Tomás parish. Lorenzo 
Mansilla, 1722 (Parish Church of 
Santo Tomás Apóstol of 
València). Photo: Miguel García 
Cárceles. 
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roads and farm plots, they are the essence of the Valencian huerta.
They were large houses with different areas to store and produce farm 
products. They were home to multi-generational families, as parents, 
children and grandparents, and sometimes even uncles and nephews,lived 
under the same roof. Frequently, they also accommodated service 
personnel, as well as hired young men, often from far away villages, who 
helped with the farm work.

Alquerías through history

The term alquería comes from the Arabic quarya, and it has different 
meanings depending on whether it is used to describe a home during 
Muslim times, or during the Christian Middle Ages and thereafter.
Muslim alquerías were small clusters of houses belonging to a family or a 
clan, after which they were named, and sometimes they were built around a 
defensive tower. Each alquería had its corresponding portion of farmland 
for its subsistence.
Christian alquerías were based on the concept of a single isolated house, 
although in some cases several were built close together. A separate family 
lived in each one, and its members took care of various adjacent or 
dispersed fields, which could belong to them or to a different owner.
Thanks to archaeology we know how the interior of the alquerías was 
arranged and how the different spaces were used, as well as the changes 
they underwent over time. To show their structure, we have chosen the 
example of a characteristic “stately” alquería, consisting of a ground floor 
and an upstairs. These buildings belonged to aristocratic families or 
wealthy merchants who lived in palaces in the city of València, and who put 
their management and maintenance in the hands of tenants. Over time, 
many of these tenants became the owners of the houses, and gave them 
their own name.

View of the peri-urban garden, 
west of València, example of 
landscape with farmhouses, 
barracks and other types of 
buildings, Andrés Fabert, 
Nicolau Primitu Valencian 
Library, José Huguet Collection.
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The main changes were a result of how the ground and the upper floors 
were used. In the Middle Ages, the stables, the service and production 
areas were downstairs, while the upper floor housed parlours, bedrooms 
and other rooms we generally refer to as “noble rooms”. Starting in the 18th 
century, the ground floor was refurbished to become the living quarters, 
and the upper floor was used for storing and drying crops, and to raise 
silkworms. 
Today, the image we have of the alquería is that of a compact building with 
hardly any distinctive or eye-catching features. However, this picture does 
not match the exterior designs of times past. Originally, many façades had 
details which are surprising on account of their forms and colours. Some 
had several arches on the main façade, others were decorated with 
mullioned windows called coronelles, or had eye-catching colours that 
made them visible from afar, and others had other construction elements 
like towers. This wide range of distinctive features has not survived, and 
knowing them requires a study and refurbishing process to restore the 
original appearance.

Work-related uses 

Alquerías weren’t just homes. They were farmhouses, and many 
farm-related tasks were carried out inside them. They were a place for 
producing and manufacturing raw materials, for storing produce and 
stabling livestock, which was a source of self-supply for its dwellers and of 
local trade among neighbours.
For a considerable part of their history, the upper floor—known as the 
cambra—was used for raising silkworms. “Beds” were built for this 
purpose, consisting of wooden posts and reed platforms covered with 
mulberry leaves, on which the worms fed. Near the beds there were stoves 
and large pots to make raw silk. Starting in the 18th century, nearly all the 
alquerías surrounding València had these features, whose traces or 

Medieval and Renaissance 
period. On the ground floor were 
the service, production and 
storage areas such as the winery 
and the cellar, kitchen and 
stables. On the upper floor there 
was a large living room, bedrooms 
and, sometimes, an oratory 
chapel. All rooms were paved with 
painted tiles, decorated doors 
and walls with fine finishes. It was 
frequent the presence of a kitchen 
to prepare banquets for the 
occasional visits of the Lord and 
his guests. Drawing: Gabinete 
Algarra-Berrocal. 

From the 18th century to the 
present day. The warehouses, the 
wine press and the winery are 
canceled and a new lounge and 
bedrooms are built on them. The 
kitchen survives, but reformed. 
New floors are placed and the 
rooms are decorated to the taste 
of the moment. The stables were 
kept, in our drawing they would be 
hidden in the back. On the upper 
floor, the noble rooms were 
converted into cambras or 
andanas. It was necessary to 
demolish some walls or small 
rooms to get large and clear 
spaces There, the products of the 
garden were stored and dried and 
the beds for silkworm rearing 
were installed, which are the 
shelves that we see drawn in the 
place where Before there was the 
living room. Drawing: Gabinete 
Algarra-Berrocal. 
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remains can be identified in the upper floors, attesting to a history of work 
tasks which are no longer part of our lives.
The cambras were also used to store and dry all kinds of agricultural 
products. A common sight in these upper floors was a dense network of 
ropes nailed to the beams, used to hang recent crops such as tobacco leaves.
Other typical activities involved the production of wine, oil and milk, as 
well as vegetables. Especially, many of the alquerías had wineries built in 
the Middle Ages, were wine was made from local grape varietals. Some of 
these wineries have been studied, and we associate with them certain 
sets of ceramic pieces, some of great quality, such as the ones selected 
for this exhibition.

What lies hidden in the alquería...

The walls and floors of the alquerías were used sometimes to hide personal 
items. These hidden items are called “concealments” or “treasures”. 
Although the most popular concealments consist of money, not all treasures 
are coins. Some of them are related to intimate personal experiences, 
sometimes dangerous or painful ones.

The small religious treasure of Alquería Albors: 
During the Civil War, monks hid in the races of the building’s old mill, 
which belonged to the Monastery of San Miguel de los Reyes. As a result 
of the archaeological dig, indications of a space associated with this 
religious concealment were found, and the items are shown in one of the 
display cabinets.  
 
The small child’s treasure of Alquería del Moro: 
in a hole over a door of this alquería located in Benicalap, a small bundle 
was found with the belongings of a child who stored a series of items of 
great sentimental value. 

Beds for the silkworm of the 
Alquería de Félix. Photo: Mari 
Carmen González.

Raft for the treading of the grape 
in the winery of the Barrinto 
farmhouse. Marxalenes Park. 
Photo: Mari Carmen González.

Interior of the cellar of the 
Alquería de Comeig. Photo: 
Frank Gómez.

Alquería de Comeig, 
archaeological remains that can 
be visited. Photo: Frank Gómez.
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Alquería de Comeig and other alquerías in Marxalenes

The alquerías in the suburb of Marxalenes consisted of a group of 
scattered settlements in the farmland area located north of the river Túria. 
The Camí de Marxalenes, a road that led into the this cultivated area, 
started here. Some of the alquerías stood on either side of this road, while 
others were near secondary ones, like the Montanyana road. They added 
up to a considerable number of traditional dwellings, many of them dating 
from the Middle Ages.
Among those which have survived are some of the best-preserved 
examples in all of València, like Alquería de Comeig, whose archaeological 
remains can now be seen in Bombas Gens Centre d'Art, and others like 
the alquerías Barrinto, Félix, Lluna, Voro, and Foraster, now in the 
Marxalenes Park, and those on Olba Street, which make up the cluster of 
houses of L'Olleria. 
This group of historical buildings has become a valuable heritage asset, 
attesting to a lifestyle in which alquerías were a place for the cohabitation 
of an extended family and for social gatherings of neighbours. They were 
the backbone of the local economy, where crops were produced and 
managed, and supply centres of raw materials for some of the most 
important manufacturing activities of the city’s economy. 
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Samples of luxury tableware used during the heyday of the 
alquerías:

Lusterware platter (1480 and 1530).
Earthenware platter with blue and lustre decoration (1480 and 
1530).
These two pieces are decorated with typical motifs from the 
heyday of the Manises style, like solfas or blue leaves and 
coffers, which were filled with lustre motifs.
Provenance: Archaeological excavation at 9, Músico Peydró 
Street, City council of València.  
Blue earthenware pitcher (15th century).
Manises-style piece with decoration consisting of two eyes and 
a plant motif below them that seems to depict a moustache and 
goatee. These pitchers were used at the table to serve wine and 
other drinks. Provenance: Archaeological excavation at 19–25, 
Derechos Street, City council of València.  

Ceramic pieces connected to the wineries (15th century):

Three Manises-style blue earthenware bowls with central 
decoration motifs of animals—a falcon, a bull and a hare—with 
accompanying plant motifs. The drawings are made with cobalt 
blue. On their back, there are traces of the mortar used to affix 
them to a basin. Provenance: Archaeological excavation in the 
Velluters Complex, City council of València.

Small religious treasure (Spanish Civil War):
Set of artefacts from the concealment made at Alquería de 
Albors, near San Miguel de los Reyes, València. It was found 
during the 2006 archaeological campaign. City council of 
València

Cloth bag which contained the set of artefacts of this 
concealment.
The bag and its contents were hidden in a hole made in a 
window jamb of the alquería, which was then sealed with 
plaster to conceal it.
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Portable altar of the Virgen del Pilar made of red-coloured 
leather lined with yellow silk. It contains a silver image of the 
Virgen del Pilar on an alabaster pedestal bearing a silver Ave 
Maria monogram.
Engraving of the Virgen de Nuria (1767–1773) with the legend: 
Miraculous Image of Our Lady of Nuria that is venerated in the 
Monastery of the Sisters of Bethlehem. Dominican. Outside the 
city walls of València. And several indulgences from Bishop 
Rafael Lasala Locela (7 August, 1716 –17 June, 1792).
Set of medals 
They were found inside a box from the València pharmacy 
Farmacia BOIX. There are three medals dedicated to different 
icons of the Virgin, an one of the Sacred Heart.

Small child’s treasure (late 19th–early 20th centuries):

Set of items from the concealment at Alquería del Moro, in 
Benicalap. It was found during the 2005 archaeological 
campaign.
The small treasure consists of various items belonging to a boy 
or a girl, including a document holder which contained 
documents regarding the 1885 trip to València of a resident of 
Gátova (Castellón).
Identification card (21 January, 1885)
Safe-conduct  (22 July, 1885)
All items provided by the City council of València.
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